
Scholarly Information Seeking Habits and Behaviors of Missouri State University (MSU) Faculty

Preliminary Survey,  2016

Pool --- 551

Overall Responses --- 125

Overall Response Rate --- 23%

Note: Individual questions may have fewer responses

Q1. ELECTRONIC CONSENT: Please select your choice below. You may print a copy of this consent form for  

your records. Clicking on the “Agree” button indicates that you have read the above information;

You voluntarily agree to participate; You are 18 years of age or older.

Option N

Agree 125

Disagree 0

Q2. What is your status at MSU?

Rank % N

Professor 23 28

Associate Professor 36 44

Assistant Professor 41 49

121

Q3. How long have you been a faculty member/researcher in your area of study?

Range % N

0 to 5 years 23 28

6 to 10 years 21 25

11 to 15 years 20 24

Greater than 15 years 36 44

121

Q4. In which MSU college are you a faculty member?

College % N

College of Agriculture 2 2

College of Arts and Letters 18 22

College of Business 11 13

College of Education 8 10

College of Health and Human Services 26 32

College of Humanities and Public Affairs 18 22

College of Natural and Applied Sciences 17 20

121



Q5. (Expressed alpha by department) In which department are you a faculty member?

Department % N

Accountancy 1.65 2

Animal Science 0.83 1

Art and Design 2.48 3

Biology 0.83 1

Biomedical Sciences 4.13 5

Chemistry 5.79 7

Childhood Education and Family Studies 2.48 3

Communication 3.31 4

Computer Science 0.83 1

Counseling, Leadership, and Special Education 2.48 3

Criminology and Criminal Justice 1.65 2

English 4.13 5

Environmental Plant Sciences and Natural Resources 0.83 1

Finance and General Business 2.48 3

Geography, Geology, and Planning 6.61 8

Greenwood Laboratory School 0.83 1

History 6.61 8

Hospitality and Restaurant Administration 1.65 2

Kinesiology 1.65 2

Management and Information Technology 3.31 4

Mathematics 1.65 2

Media, Journalism, and Film 0.83 1

Merchandising and Fashion Design 0.83 1

Music 3.31 4

Nursing 3.31 4

Occupational Therapy 0.83 1

Philosophy 0.83 1

Physical Therapy 2.48 3

Physician Assistant Studies 0.83 1

Physics and Materials Science 0.83 1

Political Science 3.31 4

Psychology 9.09 11

Public Health 0.83 1

Reading, Foundations, and Technology 1.65 2

Religious Studies 4.13 5

Sociology and Anthropology 1.65 2

Sports Medicine and Athletic Training 1.65 2

Technology and Construction Management 2.48 3

Theatre and Dance 4.13 5

College of Education (no department specified) 0.83 1
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Q5. (Expressed by college and department) In which department are you a faculty member?

College of Agriculture 2

Animal Science 1

Environmental Plant Sciences and Natural Resources 1

College of Arts and Letters 22

Arts and Design 3

Communication 4

English 5

Media, Journalism, and Film 1

Music 4

Theatre and Dance 5

College of Business 13

Accountancy 2

Finance and General Business 3

Management and Information Technology 4

Merchandising and Fashion Design 1

Technology and Construction Management 3

College of Education 10

Childhood Education and Family Studies 3

Counseling Leadership and Special Education 3

Greenwood Laboratory School 1

Reading, Foundations, and Technology 2

College of Education (no department specified) 1

College of Health and Human Services 32

Biomedical Sciences 5

Hospitality and Restaurant Administration 2

Kinesiology 2

Nursing 4

Occupational Therapy 1

Physical Therapy 3

Physician Assistant Studies 1

Psychology 11

Public Health 1

Sports Medicine and Athletic Training 2

College of Humanities and Public Affairs 22

Criminology and Criminal Justice 2

History 8

Philosophy 1

Political Science 4

Religious Studies 5

Sociology and Anthropology 2



College of Natural and Applied Sciences 20

Biology 1

Chemistry 7

Computer Science 1

Geography, Geology, and Planning 8

Mathematics 2

Physics and Materials Science 1

121 121

Q6. How many of the following have you completed within the last five years?

Range 0 0 1 to 3 1 to 3 4 or more 4 or more Weighted

Average

Category % N % N % N

Contracted Research 66.38 77 24.14 28 9.48 11 1.43

Conference Paper 16.38 19 36.21 42 47.41 55 2.31

Field Report 78.45 91 15.52 18 6.03 7 1.24

Grant Application 36.21 42 47.41 55 16.38 19 1.80

Grant Report 57.76 67 35.34 41 6.90 8 1.49

Non-refereed Article 54.31 63 37.07 43 8.62 10 1.54

Non-refereed Book Chapter 80.17 93 18.97 22 0.86 1 1.21

Performances 88.79 103 4.31 5 6.90 8 1.18

Presentations 14.66 17 25.00 29 60.34 70 2.46

Refereed Articles 12.07 14 53.45 62 34.48 40 2.22

Refereed Book Chapters 63.79 74 30.17 35 6.03 7 1.42

Refereed Books 85.34 99 10.34 12 4.31 5 1.19

Q7. (Expressed as N) On a scale of 1 to 4 with 1 being the least important and 4 being the most important,

how important are the following in your research?        (113;12)

1 2 3 4 NA

abstracting & indexing services 18 15 24 49 7

audios 60 20 5 5 23

blogs 74 15 9 4 11

books 10 21 30 50 2

conference attendance 5 20 44 41 3

conference papers 7 26 40 36 4

contracted research 43 18 18 14 20

electronic discussion lists 41 37 17 5 13

email discussions with colleagues/students 16 33 40 22 2

Face to Face discussion with colleagues/students 4 24 39 45 1

Grant Applications 24 19 31 31 8

Internet Searches 0 5 22 82 4

Journals articles 0 0 2 106 5

patents 62 14 5 2 30

performances 60 6 4 7 36

presentations 9 25 39 35 5

references (citations) in books/articles 1 8 33 67 4

RSS feeds 61 17 7 4 24

social media 59 25 13 4 12

telephone conversations 31 35 32 8 7



Q7. ( Cont.; expressed as N) On a scale of 1 to 4 with 1 being the least important and 4 being the most important,

how important are the following in your research?        (113;12)

videos 39 32 16 15 11

webinars 45 33 19 6 10

wikis 58 29 5 6 15

Q7. (Expressed as a percentage) On a scale of 1 to 4 with 1 being the least important and 4 being the most important,

how important are the following in your research?        (113;12)

1 2 3 4 NA

abstracting & indexing services 15.93 13.27 21.24 43.36 6.19

audios 53.10 17.70 4.42 4.42 20.35

blogs 65.49 13.27 7.96 3.54 9.73

books 8.85 18.58 26.55 44.25 1.77

conference attendance 4.42 17.70 38.94 36.28 2.65

conference papers 6.19 23.01 35.4 31.86 3.54

contracted research 38.05 15.93 15.93 12.39 17.70

electronic discussion lists 36.28 32.74 15.04 4.42 11.5

email discussions with colleagues/students 14.16 29.20 35.40 19.47 1.77

Face to Face discussion with colleagues/students 3.54 21.24 34.51 39.82 0.88

Grant Applications 21.24 16.81 27.43 27.43 7.08

Internet Searches 0 4.42 19.47 72.57 3.54

Journals articles 0 0 1.77 93.81 4.42

patents 54.87 12.39 4.42 1.77 26.55

performances 53.10 5.31 3.54 6.19 31.86

presentations 7.96 22.12 34.51 30.97 4.42

references (citations) in books/articles 0.88 7.08 29.20 59.29 3.54

RSS feeds 53.98 15.04 6.19 3.54 21.24

social media 52.21 22.12 11.50 3.54 10.62

telephone conversations 27.43 30.97 28.32 7.08 6.19

videos 34.51 28.32 14.16 13.27 9.73

webinars 39.82 29.20 16.81 5.31 8.85

wikis 51.33 25.66 4.42 5.31 13.27

Q8. (Expressed as N) On a scale of 1 to 4 with 1 being the least important and 4 being 

 the most important, how important are the following in helping you 

to keep abreast of current developments in your field(s)? (107;18)

1 2 3 4 NA

abstracting & indexing services 18 13 17 50 9

audios 53 21 5 4 24

blogs 56 20 18 2 11

books 14 16 29 45 3

conference attendance 1 6 29 68 3

conference papers 4 12 32 55 4

contracted research 42 27 7 12 19

electronic discussion lists 32 31 22 12 10

email discussions with colleagues/students 13 27 39 26 2

Face to face discussion with colleagues/students 4 21 38 43 1

Grant Applications 40 17 21 14 15

Internet Searches 1 10 24 69 3

Journals articles 0 0 6 99 2



Q8. (Cont.; expressed as N)) On a scale of 1 to 4 with 1 being the least important and 4 being 

 the most important, how important are the following in helping you 

to keep abreast of current developments in your field(s)? (107;18)

patents 54 13 2 2 36

performances 52 4 6 8 37

presentations 6 14 35 46 6

references (citations) in books/articles 2 15 35 52 3

RSS feeds 51 19 8 4 25

social media 44 27 17 7 12

telephone conversations 36 24 25 13 9

videos 41 25 15 12 14

webinars 43 24 22 7 11

wikis 57 18 9 3 20

Q8. (Expressed as a percentage) On a scale of 1 to 4 with 1 being the least important and 4 being 

 the most important, how important are the following in helping you 

to keep abreast of current developments in your field.(s)? (107;18)

1 2 3 4 NA

abstracting & indexing services 16.82 12.15 15.89 46.73 8.41

audios 49.53 19.63 4.67 3.74 22.43

blogs 52.34 18.69 16.82 1.87 10.28

books 13.08 14.95 27.10 42.06 2.80

conference attendance 0.93 5.61 27.10 63.55 2.80

conference papers 3.74 11.21 29.91 51.4 3.74

contracted research 39.25 25.23 6.54 11.21 17.76

electronic discussion lists 29.91 28.97 20.56 11.21 9.35

email discussions with colleagues/students 12.15 25.23 36.45 24.30 1.87

Face to face discussion with colleagues/students 3.74 19.63 35.51 40.19 0.93

Grant Applications 37.38 15.89 19.63 13.08 14.02

Internet Searches 0.93 9.35 22.43 64.49 2.80

Journals articles 0 0 5.61 92.52 1.87

patents 50.47 12.15 1.87 1.87 33.64

performances 48.60 3.74 5.61 7.48 34.58

presentations 5.61 13.08 32.71 42.99 5.61

references (citations) in books/articles 1.87 14.02 32.71 48.60 2.80

RSS feeds 47.66 17.76 7.48 3.74 23.36

social media 41.12 25.23 15.89 6.54 11.21

telephone conversations 33.64 22.43 23.36 12.15 8.41

videos 38.32 23.36 14.02 11.21 13.08

webinars 40.19 22.43 20.56 6.54 10.28

wikis 53.27 16.82 8.41 2.80 18.69

Q9. How often did you visit a library physically in the last 12 months? 

Range % N

Never 6.54 7

1 to 5 visits 40.19 43

6 to 12 visits 22.43 24

Greater than 12 visits 30.84 33

107



Q10. How often did you visit a library electronically in the last 12 months? 

Range % N

Never 0.93 1

1 to 5 visits 5.61 6

6 to 12 visits 6.54 7

Greater than 12 visits 86.92 93
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